Picture Book 


Result of Copying 


Contribution of Squirrel 


After Ravan had abducted Sita and taken her to Lanka 
(Ceylon), Ram and his associates started constructing a bridge 
to cross the ocean. All the monkeys and bears started the 
work under the guidance of Nal and Neel. They brought big 
boulders from hills to fill up the ocean. A squirrel was also on 
job. She used to enter the dust, bring some of it on her body- 
hairs and drop in the ocean. 

Ram enquired—“O squirrel! How will you be able to fill the 
ocean with this dust ?’ 

Squirrel replied—“Oh God! In all good deeds, it is sufficient 

_ ifone helps with all the resources that he possesses.” 

Ram became very happy and lovingly he patted its re 
back. It is said that even today there are finger marks 
_ of Ram on the back of squirrels. 
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False Sympathy 


A rabbit lived in a forest. He was very helping and sweet 
tempered to all. Every animal of that forest was his friend. 
Once that rabbit fell ill. He had collected some food in his bush 
for such odd times. Hearing about his illness, everyone came 
to show sympathy. They came and also ate some food. Just in 
one day, all the food stock was finished by them. 

Rabbit was recovering from 
illness, but due to weakness could i ” 
not go out to get food and died due a eee 
to hunger. me = ae a 

Such selfish friends and their ; 
false sympathy is always harmful. 
One must have few friends but true ~ 
friends, who may be helpful when 
needed. 


Ss 


Free Read/ Download & Order 3000+ books authored by Yugrishi Pt. Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
All World Gayatri Pariwar) on all aspects of life in Hindi, Gujarati, English, Marathi and other languages at 
www.vicharkrantibooks.org http://literature.awgp.org 


Kind-hearted Swan and deceitful Rat 


A swan was flying back home in the evening. He saw a rat 
lying almost unconscious due to severe cold. Seeing this, 
swan felt pity. He came down and covered the rat under his 
wings. Coldness stopped and rat’s body gradually got 
soothing warmth. Now he felt much better and active. But 
alas! he started his old habit of nibbling and destroyed swan’s 
soft feathers. 

In the morning, twilight spread on the earth and swan 
wanted to fly but he was unable to do so. He felt very much 
dejected due to such deceitful behaviour of the rat. He had to 
spend several day’s roaming on earth till he got new feathers. 

It is good to be 
kind-hearted but 
one must also a ie uf 
identify deceitful - 
persons to avoid <s 
such calamities. 


Free Read/ Download & Order 3000+ books authored by Yugrishi Pt. Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
All World Gayatri Pariwar) on all aspects of life in Hindi, Gujarati, English, Marathi and other languages at 
www.vicharkrantibooks.org http://literature.awgp.org 


Don’t Preach but Cooperate 


Once a building was being constructed in defence 
establishment of America. A very heavy log was to be taken 
upto the top of the building. Soldiers were trying their best to 
lift it. Commander was standing nearby and was ordering 
them to apply more force, but they were not able to lift the log. 

A horse-rider was passing that way. When he saw that 
soldiers were not able to lift that log, he stopped, tied the horse 
with a tree, removed his coat and joined the soldiers for lifting 
the log. This time, they all succeeded in lifting it. Horse-rider 
started to move. Commander went upto him and thanked for 
his help. 
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That person said—“Gentleman! Whenever you face such 
problems, remember me. I will personally work and solve your 
problem.” 

Commander asked for his name, to which he 
replied—“George Washington, Commander-in-Chief and 
President of America.” Commander was surprised to listen 
this. He was not able to believe that President of America was 
standing personally before him. He felt very much ashamed. 

He realized that personal cooperation increases the power 
of associates manifold and difficult task also becomes very 
easy. Simply ordering and preaching is of no help. 


A a 


Free Read/ Download & Order 3000+ books authored by Yugrishi Pt. Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
All World Gayatri Pariwar) on all aspects of life in Hindi, Gujarati, English, Marathi and other languages at 
www.vicharkrantibooks.org http://literature.awgp.org 


Rose and Honeybee 


A beautiful rose flower was blooming on a rose plant. One 
day, honey-bee asked the rose plant—“You know, one by one, 
all your flowers are plucked, then why you don’t stop blooming 
flowers?” 

Rose laughed and said—“Devi! Let men do what they 
want, but why shall I avoid my duty to make this world more 
and more beautiful? Also, I have to help persons like you in 
collecting honey. Sister! Plucking of flowers is less painful but 
satisfaction and pleasure of spreading fragrance is immense. 
What else could be better than benefaction 
of others ?” 

Due to such benevolent feelings, beauty 
of rose also increased. 
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Result of Mindless Imitation 


A trader was going somewhere carrying a bag of salt on horse-back 
and a bundle of cotton on the back of a donkey. In the way, they had to 
cross a river. Just entering the river, horse took a dip in water and 
thereby lot of salt was washed away. Donkey enquired from the 
horse—What are you doing ?” Horse replied—“I am making my weight 
light.” 

Donkey also imitated and took two dips in river water, but the 
bundle of cotton absorbed water and became so heavy that it became 
impossible to carry that weight. Such mindless imitations always 
create problems. 

Similarly, many useless customs of parda, extravagant 
expenditure in marriages, meaningless gifts, death-feast, etc. should 
have ended by now as the need of time. But since people are mindlessly 
imitating others, such customs are still prevalent in society. We must 
discard such useless customs. — 


be 


‘S 


Free Read/ Download & Order 3000+ books authored by Yugrishi Pt. Shriram Sharma Acharya (Founder of 
All World Gayatri Pariwar) on all aspects of life in Hindi, Gujarati, English, Marathi and other languages at 
www.vicharkrantibooks.org http://literature.awgp.org 


Affection in the Heart 


A sant had a small cottage, in which he could just lie down. 
Once, there was very heavy rain. Someone knocked the door 
and asked—“Can I come inside ?” Sant replied—“Only one 
person can sleep in it, but two can easily sit. Please come 
inside.” He came in and both sat in the cottage. 

After sometime, door was again knocked and a person 
asked—“Is there space for me inside ?” Sant replied—“Here 
two persons can sit but three can easily stand. Please come in.” 
Door was opened for him. All the three remained standing 
inside throughout that rainy night. 

If all the persons help each other in this way, every worldly 


pain may be subdued. 
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Golden advice to Son 


Mother of Andrews Jackson, President of America, had to 
go to a foreign country as a nurse on a ship. At that time, 
Jackson was only fourteen years of age. From the ship, 
mother sent a very valuable message to her son; wherein it 
was written—“Andrews! If I do not return alive, then please 
always keep in mind that in this world, every person had to 
find his own way to success. True friends are needed for 
progress and only they get such friends, who are themself 
honest.” 

Jackson followed throughout his life this last advice of his 
mother. This was the basic principle of his success. Being 
honest, he was very successful and popular. With similarly 
honest friends, he got miraculous success. - 
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One Seed sprouted, other Destroyed 


Two seeds fell on the ground and were covered by soil. Both 
had good sleep in night. In the morning, one seed started 
sprouting and moving upwards. Seeing this, other seed 
said—“Brother, don’t go up. It is very risky outside. People will 
crush and kill you.” Seed listened all this and quietly continued 
its progress. Slowly, it came above the ground, saw the 
beautiful atmosphere all around and smiled. Sun God bathed it 
with sunlight, air God fanned it and rain God gave cold water. 
Farmer was pleased to see the seed grow. Seed gradually grew, 
flourished and one day, became a full-grown plant having a 
number of seeds. When its life ended, it has already produced 
several seeds and was fully contented and smiling. 

The other seed under the soil was repenting, as due to fear 
and thinking about itself, his life was spoiled. He remained 
under the soil while his brother seed became very prosperous. 

Every person must strive to progress. Working everyday 
with zeal and enthusiasm, one can become great. 
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Wife’s Foresight 


This is a true story of a village in Gujrat. Awoman’s husband 
died when she was only thirty years of age. He left behind thirty 
Bighas land and plough-oxen etc. Wife considered that this 
property belonged to his husband and she had no right over it. 
God has given her two hands to earn. She pondered as to what 
use shall be made of her husband’s property? 

There was great scarcity of water in that village. Women had 
to bring water from a well one mile away. It was also difficult for 
cattle to quench their thirst. She sold all the property of her late 
husband and with the help of a prudent person got a well 
constructed in the village. A permanent tank was also 
constructed for cattle to drink water. Due to her sacrifice and 
charitable act, people of that village are getting enough water 
even today. 

Persons performing such magnanimous acts become 
immortal in history. 
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Service of Living beings is Real worship 


A spiritual guide has two disciples. Both considered 
themselves great devotee of God. After daily worship, they used to 
go to Ashram and helped their Guru in treating sick persons. One 
day, at the time of worshiping, one serious patient came. Guru 
called for his disciples, who were worshiping. They sent a 
message— ‘Little time is needed to complete worship and they 
will come soon after.’ Guru sent the person again to call them. 
This time disciples came but with some displeasure. 

Guru told them—“I had called you for serving this person. 
Even gods can do prayer but service to such distressed persons 
can be done only by men. You must fully understand that service 
is always at a higher level than prayers because gods are unable 
to serve anybody. Only men have the capability to serve all living 
beings.” 

Both disciples felt ashamed and from that day, they gave 
supreme importance to service over prayers. 
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Unbreakable Faith 


King Himachal had a daughter. Her name was Parvati. She 
was a staunch devotee of Shankerji. She had firmly resolved to 
marry God Shankar. With this aim, Parvati started deep penance 
in solitude. Shankarji was himself in long deep meditation yet 
Parvati was not prepared to change her determination. She 
continued her penance to get Shankerji as her husband. 

When Saptarishis (seven great saints) came to know about her 
determination, they came to test her. Parvati had unbreakable 
faith. She told them—‘She will marry only Shankerji and for this, 
she is prepared to remain unmarried for her whole life.” 

At last, her deep penance influenced Shankerji and both were 
married. Unbreakable faith of Parvati achieved the desired goal. 
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Lion-cub among Jackals 


A jackal found a newly born lion cub at a place. She took 
the cub home and started its upbringing alongwith her own 
cubs. In the company of jackal-cubs that lion-cub was also 
developing. He could never realize his real identity. 

Once jackal family went for hunting. Just when they were 
about to eat a dead elephant, king of forest lion came there. 
Seeing this, jackals ran away but that lion-cub was caught by 
the lion. Lion asked—*Why he was with jackals and why is he 
so afraid ?” Cub was unable to understand all this and was 
trembling with fear but the lion got the point. He took the cub 
to a water pond and showed his shadow and also his own face. 
Lion then roared and also asked the cub to roar. Now the cub 
realized his forgotten identity and became member of lion 
family. Now he lived a free and fearless life. 

Such persons are in abundance, who don't realize their 
real worth and fail to progress. s 
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Symbol of Magnanimity 


Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar was not only a highly talented 
person but was also very compassionate. There was not a day in 
his life which may be devoid of glorious human deeds. 

Once he saw an old lady in a very pitiable condition and 
seriously ill. He took her to his home and personally looked after 
her. She was cured. He took care of her maintenance for whole 
life. Vidyasagar did not go on pilgrimage but earned thousand 
times more spiritual virtues. He was a symbol of magnanimity. 
He never let go, even for a second, his habit of service and 
compassion. 

He was greatly inspired by the high ideals of Raja Ram 
Mohan Rai. He tried with all his might to eradicate the evil of 
Sati (widow-burning) and to encourage widow marriages. 
Brahmans of that area outcasted him. Being a follower of truth, 
he always had unbounded strength and even lonely, he strived 
throughout his life for the eradication of old and useless customs 
and traditions. 
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Guru and Disciples in Heaven 


A Guru had two disciples. Both were farmers and also 
worshipped the God. Both believed in cleanliness. Yet, one was 
always happy while other one remained distressed. Guru died 
and after sometime, both disciples also died. As per the will of 
god, all three again met in heaven. One, who was happy on earth 
felt happiness here also. But, the other one, who was always 
distressed on earth was distressed in heaven also. 

He went to the Guru and asked—“Guruji, it is said that 
devotion to God gives pleasure in heaven but I am distressed here 
also.” Guru became serious and said—‘“Son ! True devotion takes 
one to heaven but pain and pleasure are the products of one’s 
mind. If mind is pure, one can get pleasure even in hell, but if 
mind is not pure, one can’t get pleasure even in heaven.” 

If a person does not change his mental attitude, his distress 
will always remain with him. 
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Shivaji’s Respect for Women 


When the war ended, Shivaji’s soldiers caught one young 
married woman of enemy camp and produced her before 
Shivaji. They wanted to take same revenge as enemy used to 
do. 

Shivaji carefully looked at the woman, smiled and ordered 
his soldiers to take her back to her home, with all respect and 
honour. He told his courtiers—“Alas ! Had my mother Jijabai 
been so beautiful, I would also have been so beautiful.” 

In our culture, every woman is looked as mother or sister. 
That is why, Bhartiya culture is supreme. : 
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Carpenter’s Chisel 

Iron chisel of a carpenter fell in a river. With pure heart and 
devotion, he prayed to God for help. Firstly, a chisel of gold came 
out of river. Carpenter told—“O God ! This is not mine.” That 
chisel went back and next came a chisel of silver. He again 
said—“Lord ! This too is not mine.” At this, a voice came from the 
river—“Son ! As a reward for your honesty and purity, both 
these gold and silver chisels are also being given to you.” 

Carpenter took all three chisels and went back home. 
In the way, his friend carpenter met him, He saw gold and A 
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silver chisels and learnt the whole story. He also reached 
that place, dropped his iron chisel in the river and started 
prayer. After sometime, chisel of gold came out. Happily he 
said—“Yes, this is mine.” A voice came from the river—“‘You 
are dishonest. This chisel is not yours. Search your chisel 
yourself.” And with this, chisel of gold went back in the river. 

In this way, God examines the inner conscience of a 
person. He gives to them who deserve. Those who try to 
deceive God, are deprived even of their possessions. Only 
deserving persons get His blessings. : 
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Dream of a Cat 


Cat saw in dream that she 
has become a lion and was 
hunting a fat goat. She was just 
going to taste the flesh, when 
the stout dog of neighbour 
pounced upon her. Cat left the 
\ goat, ran away to the room of 
\her mistress for safety. 

In another dream, she saw 
that she has become a dog and 
was trying to eat tasty food 
items in the kitchen of her 
mistress. At that time, her 
mistress came and started 
beating her with a rod, till she 
became unconscious and 
started groaning. 


Mistress noticed the cat 
groaning in sleep. She woke her up. 
Cat woke up and the dream was 
over. She told her mistress, that in 
future she will remain what she is. 
There is always a danger in 
imitating others. 

One must recognise his real self , 
and behave accordingly. © 
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Avoid Greediness 


Once two cats entered a house in search of food. They got one 
bread and took it to the backyard of the house. They cut the bread 
in two pieces so that they may take one each. One piece was a 
little bigger while the other was smaller. Being greedy, each one 
wanted to have bigger piece and started quarrelling on this point. 

A monkey was seeing all this. He jumped in between and said, 
“T will divide the bread equally for you.” Monkey took a scale and 
placed the pieces of bread on each pan. He took a piece from the 
heavier one and put it into his mouth. Now, the other piece 
became heavier, so he again took a piece from it and put it into his 
mouth. He did this again and again and finished the whole bread. 
Some small fragments of bread remained on the pans. Monkey 
said—“This is my fee for this job”. And put that too in his mouth. 

Both greedy cats remained empty-handed. One must always 
avoid greediness and quarrelling. Disputes shall be sorted out 
by mutual understanding. 
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Charcoal of Sandalwood 


A King went to visit a forest but on return, he lost the way. 
He was both hungry and thirsty. He saw a hut in the forest 
and went there. The farmer gave whatever he had to eat. King 
was pleased and while returning, he said—“I am the King of 
this state. For your kindness, I gift you a garden of sandal 
which will make your life happy.” 

He got the gift but was unaware of the value of sandal tree. 
Being ignorant, he cut the wood, made its charcoal and sold in 
the market. 
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Gradually, all the trees were cut and only one remained. 
Due to rains, he was not able to make charcoal and took a 
bundle of wood for sale in the market. Due to its fragrance, 
people paid heavy price. Farmer was surprised and asked the 
reason. People told him—“This sandalwood is very costly. If 
you have more, please bring here and we will pay handsome 
price.” 

Farmer repented on his ignorance that he sold the 
precious wood as coal for nothing. A prudent person consoled 
him—“Friend, don’t repent. Whole world is ignorant like you. 
You have still one tree with you. Make its best use and enjoy.” 
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Peace—the real Treasure 


There was a great rush in heaven. God Vishnu, sitting on his 
throne (Sheshnag) was distributing his treasure to all living beings. 
He had declared that today nobody will go back empty-handed. There 
was an unending chain of persons craving for property, money, son, 
grandson, health, happiness, luxuries, etc. Vishnuji was liberally 
fulfilling the desire of every person. Seeing this, Mahalaxmi ran upto 
him and holding his hand said—‘“If you will give all desired things so 
freely, nothing will be left in heaven, then what we will do?” 

Vishnuji smiled and said—*Devi ! I have not yet given everything. 
There is one precious thing which nobody has asked for.” 

“What is that ?” asked Mahalaxmi. 

“That great treasure is peace—nobody desires it. These persons 
have forgotten that in the absence of peace, no other treasure can be 
enjoyed. I have given them only what they have asked for. Treasure of 
peace is safe and secure with me. Those, who have no faith on God, 
neither ask for peace nor it can be given to them.” 
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Bitterness of Kamandal 


After Mahabharata, Dharamraj Yudhishthir, alongwith his 
4 brothers and Draupadi decided to go on pilgrimage of holy 
places. He approached Krishna and requested him to accompany 
them. Krishna had some important engagements and could not 
go, but he gave his Kamandal to Yudhishthir and 
said—“Wherever you go and take bath in holy places, rivers, 
ponds, etc. please dip this Kamandal also.” 

Yudhishthir and his family went on holy pilgrimage. After 
a long time, they come back and returning the Kamandal to 
Krishna _ said—“As desired, we dipped it in water, wherever we 
took bath.” 

“That is what I wanted” said Krishna and crushed the 
Kamandal into small pieces. He gave one piece each to all the 
persons present as Prasad. They tasted this Prasad but due to its 
bitterness, spitted out. Seeing this, Krishna asked 
Yudhishthir—*This has visited so many religious places and had 
bathed in holy water but why its bitterness was not finished ?” 

Dharamraj said—“Krishna, what are you saying ? How its 
bitterness can be finished 
by washing it with water ?” 
Now Krishna explained 
—“Nothing happens by 
bathing in holy places, 
rivers, etc. What is needed 
is to purify mind and 
conscience.” 

Dharamraj realized his 

mistake and learnt the 
importance of self- 
purification. 
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Cunningness of Wolf 


A wolf once fell into a shallow well. All his efforts to come 
out failed. Then he saw a goat peeping into the well and said 
from inside—“Sister ! Lot of water and fodder is present here. 

You also come and both of us will enjoy life.” Innocent goat 
believed him and jumped into the well. Wolf put his legs on 
her back and jumped out of the well. 

Now the goat realized his cunningness and 
said—“Brother ! 1am a milky animal, so anybody will take me 
out of this well, but in future, nobody will come to help persons 
like you.” y 
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~ One may get help once by cunningness. But when people 
realize the truth, nobody helps such wicked persons. By 
cunning behaviour with others, we actually harm 
ourselves. 
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Universal Brotherhood 


Once during winters, there was very heavy snowfall and 
even roads were covered with snow. Deenbandhu and Albert 
Schweitzer went out for a stroll on snow. Cautiously moving 
on snow, they were enjoying the weather. 

Schweitzer saw an insect badly shivering on the snow. He 
stopped, picked up the insect and placed it at a dry place, 
under a bush. He told Deenbandhu—‘Friend ! Now this insect 
will be safe here. On this snowy road, it would have died in a 
few hours.” 

It is the most important duty of every person to be 
compassionate towards all living beings. 
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Dog and a Kitten 


A kitten wandered away from her mother. Two-three 
stray dogs surrounded the kitten and were about to pounce 
upon her. Suddenly, a stout dog of village Zamindar reached 
there and scared away those dogs. Dog felt pity on this 
hapless kitten and took her to his owner’s house. He kept the 
kitten at a safe place, in the backyard of the house and looked 
after his food and other needs. They both lived together 
lovingly throughout their life. 

It is also the duty of every person to be kind and helping 
towards all living beings. 7 
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Man can be Judged by his Words 


A king was camping in a forest. Nearby, a blind person lived, who 
drew water from the well to quench the thirst of persons going that way. 
King felt thirsty and sent a soldier to bring water. Soldier went there and 
said—“O blind person, give a jug of water.” Soordas replied—“Go away, 
there is no water for foolish servants like you.” Soldier was annoyed and 
returned back. 

Next, the army commander went and said—“O blind 
brother, give a jug of water quickly.” The blind man 
said—“You fraud ! Pretends to be polite. Seems to be the 
boss of earlier one. There is no water for you also.” 

Both complained to the king—“Old man is no 
giving water.” on Wee 
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King took both with him and personally reached there. He said 
—Namaskar Babaji. lam very thirsty. Kindly give some water to drink.” 

Blind man said—“Maharqj ! Please sit. I am giving you water just now. 
Previously, your servant and then Sardar had come for water.” King 
querried—“Mahatma ! You are not able to see with your eyes, then how you 
recognised first man as servant, second as Sardar and myself as King ?” 

Old blind man laughed and said—“Man can be judged by his words that 
he speaks.” 


We shall always use polite and pleasing language. 
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Honesty and Compassion 


Madam Napier of Algeria had a dog. Everyday, that dog 
used to go to bakery with a bag hanging from his neck. Baker 
used to put twelve breads in the bag, which he brought daily 
for his mistress. 

For a few days only, eleven breads were reaching home. 
On enquiry, baker told he was sending twelve breads daily. 
Dog’s conduct was watched secretly. It was revealed that in 
the way, there was a sick bitch and dog was giving one bread 
to her everyday. 

Now baker was asked to send thirteen breads, of which 
twelve were reaching home. After few days, all thirteen 
breads reached home. Again enquiry was made which 
showed that bitch was cured and could arrange food hersela 
How honest and compassionate that dag was! 
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